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CHIEF KING: Today's date is December 
20th, 2001. The time is 1136 hours, and 
this is Battalion Chief Stephen King, Safety 
Battalion, FDNY. I'm conducting an 
interview with Supervising Fire Marshal 
Randall wilson, who is assigned to Brooklyn 
base Hooper Street, director of training. 
The interview is regarding the events of 
September 11th, 2001. 

Q. Randy, you can start whenever you want. 

A. Okay. I'm assigned to special 
operations bureau of fire investigation. I was 
in my office at the time of the fire in the first 
tower that got hit by the plane. I was notified. 
I was the supervisor in charge that day. The 
other supervisor in charge of special operations 
was off. 

I grabbed Ken Moody. He was the fire 
marshal. We went over, took the Brooklyn Bridge. 
While on the Brooklyn Bridge, the second tower 
got hit. When we went over, we were able to park 
our vehicle on Church Street. 

We got out, just regular attire, shirt 


and tie and suit. We went down Liberty Street 
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towards West Street. While on Liberty Street, we 
were notified make sure that we have full 
firefighting gear. My gear was in my vehicle. 
Ken Moody didn't have any gear, so I sent him 
into 10 Engine, 10 Truck to grab some gear. 

I went back to my vehicle. I moved it 
even closer. It was roughly at Church and 
Liberty then. I got dressed. I picked up Ken 
Moody, and we went to the command post located in 
front of the hotel on West Street. 

We were at that location. We were 
trying to set up a separate command post for the 
bureau of fire investigation. At that point they 
wanted us to relocate to Liberty and Vesey. So 
looking at the building, we walked around 
exposure two to exposure three, which was Church 
Street, and we were looking for Liberty and 
Vesey, which don't intersect. 

At the time we weren't thinking that 
they didn't intersect. We asked somebody. They 
pointed us to the direction of Liberty. When we 
got to Liberty, we couldn't find Vesey. We 
turned around on Church. We were going towards 


Vesey. 
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While on Church Street in the area of 
Fulton, we heard the noise, and we were trying to 
go down the side street. Just making the turn 
onto the side street of Fulton and Church, I felt 
the wind coming. 

So at that point I wasn't able to 
outrun it or find another location, so I went 
behind a car. I had a female civilian with me, 
whatever, and the tower came down. You couldn't 
see. We were waiting to see when we could start 
breathing or seeing or whatever. 

After the tower came down and it 
started clearing, I was helping that woman. At 
the time that we were on Church, I probably had 
approximately about a dozen, dozen and a half 
marshals with me, trying to find the second 
location. 

So at that point when the tower came 
down, I was trying to locate the marshals. Some 
had gone down the subway. Some had gone into 
buildings, things like that. So I hada 
difficult time finding them. I was trying to 
assist the people that were in the area. 


Then the second tower came down. At 
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that point everybody was dispersed. I wasn't 
sure where everybody was. I was finally able to 
reach somebody. To be honest with you, I 
honestly forget how I was able to find out, but 
we regrouped at Battery Park. 

At that point I took the wide way 
around towards the Battery Park. Then Bob Burns 
would have come in from home, Chief McCahey and 
myself, we had gone back to the scene area to see 
what we could do to start setting up under 
command post, something along those lines. 

That was pretty much it. 

CHIEF KING: Okay. The time is 1140 

hours, and the interview with Supervising 


Fire Marshal Wilson is concluded. 


